Dear _______________________,

This summer I’m going to Workcamp with our church youth group where I’ll be giving up a week of my summer vacation to help needy people in Newton, NC.  We have 180 high school teenagers and adults from our church going this year.  We’ll join 260 other high school teens and adults from around the country to perform desperately needed home repairs for poor people and their families.   

Over the last several years through Workcamp high school teenagers from our group have:  replaced rotted floors, walls and roofs; renovated unsafe kitchens and bathrooms; repaired flood damage; built handicap access ramps for needy people confined to wheelchairs; built doorways, walkways, porches, and walls; repaired houses literally falling apart; built outhouses for people too poor even to have those; and shared our faith with literally hundreds of people.

Workcamp has made a very real difference in these needy families’ lives.  Picture the tears streaming down a woman’s cheeks the first time she rolled her wheelchair down her new ramp - the first time she’d been able to come out of her house in over four years.  We’ve seen this and similar things happen dozens of times in the last few years alone.  As important as the home repair work is, we’ve seen that the dignity, caring, and love that we’ve brought to needy and elderly people are just as important if not more so.  We’ve seen it literally transform people’s lives.

The experience has made just as real a difference in the lives of the high school and adult volunteers as well.  For many in our group, Workcamp has been a life-changing week, the best thing they’ve ever done.  I’m excited about going to Workcamp.  It’s an honor to reach out to those in need and I recognize that, in turn, I will grow in my love for God and for my neighbor in the process.


As you can imagine, a project like this takes a lot of prayer, planning, and financial support.  This year we will be working on over 60 homes, helping over 60 families, in Newton, NC.  We’re already working to get ready.  I’d like to ask for your help.  We need to raise money to pay for all the worksite materials, construction supplies, meals, program expenses and other needs to support the Workcamp Project.  Would you please consider making a contribution to help us?  If so, you can make a check out to St Francis de Sales and mail it to me.  (It’s tax deductible.)  Please know how grateful I am and how appreciative the folks in Newton will be through your generosity.

Workcamp’s success depends on prayer.  Would you please pray for us and the Newton, NC residents as we get ready and especially during our week of Workcamp, June 27th – July 3rd.

Thank you gratefully for your support!

