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Sun., Dec. 27 No Class
Mon., Dec. 28  No Class
Tue., Dec. 29 No Class

No RCIT
Wed., Dec. 30 No Class

TOGETHER, we can achieve a long-awaited
dream of constructing a Parish Center that
will serve our own parish family, especially our
children, in the coming years and for genera-
tions to follow.

Sun., Jan. 3 No Class

Mon., Jan. 4 Grades 1., 8, RCIC - 4:15pm - at St. Francis

Tue., Jan. 5 Grades K. 2.5 & 7 -4:15pm, at St. Francis
RCIT - 7pm, Oratory Room

Wed., Jan. 6 Grades 3.4 & 6 - 4:15pm, at St. Francis

Please look for your e-vite to rsvp

Babysitting will be provided
Light refreshments

Inclement Weather Cancellations
3OHDVH FKHFN WKH 5HOLJLRXV (¢
KWWS Z72727Z VWIUDQFLVGHVDOHVFD
UHOLJLRXVHGFDRUW O®D F KXQHFHO OD\
GXH WR LQFOHPHQW ZHDWKF
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Winners of the Essay and
Poster Contest
will be announced

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000



New Year,
New Bible Study...

Tuesdays, 10am —noon,

beginning January 19

Join us as we explore the book of Exodus
with Dr. Tim Gray. Materials cost is $23 and
may be shared by family members. So that
all who wish may participate, scholarships
are available. For more information and

to register, call Jean Fenwick at 338-2884,
Deborah Kellner at 822-4736, or Lisa Doseff
at (540) 822-3026.

All are also welcome to join us on Tuesday
evenings from 7-9 pm for Acts, the Spread
of the Kingdom as we continue our study
begun this fall. If you’d like to participate,
please contact Dave and Lisa Doseff at (540)
822-3026 for more information.

GIVING TREE UPDATE

Thank you to all who have brought gifts
already for the Giving Tree! Your generosity
to our less fortunate neighbors is heartwarm-
ing! Gifts were distributed to the Commu-
nity Holiday Coalition, Birthright, Heritage
Hall Nursing Home, Catholic Charities and
local residents in need. If you were unable
to get to St Francis this past weekend due

to the snow, please bring your gifts for the
Feast of the Epiphany, the weekend of Janu-
ary 2nd and 3rd, and place gifts in the basket
marked “Catholic Charities/Giving Tree”
and gift cards in the container on the table
marked “Catholic Charities.” If you have
any questions, please contact Erin Bucci at
buccierin@comcast.net or 540-338-5402.

“This is the ‘blessing’ of bad times - they are
a reminder that our lives here are

incredibly short in comparison with eternity.
Difficulties demand that we simplify our
lives and prize much more the blessings of
faith, hope and love. We become much more
aware that our true happiness depends on
doing good for others and sharing what we
have with them.” From Father Kelly’s “The
Blessing of Bad Times,” his Father’s Corner
from October 12, 2008.

Have a Blessed Christmas and New Year!

The Giving Tree Peace and Justice
Committee

Faithful Families

In Praise of Snow

by Barbara Curtis

Last Friday, like lots of Loudouners, I was out stocking up on
everything in anticipation of the snow — with the excitement of getting
ready for a party. Hoping for a year like 2002 when our family first
moved here from California, where we had two seasons: rain and no
rain.

When our neighbors warned us that it didn’t really snow that much
around here anymore, my children prayed for snow.

And, did it ever snow! On our dirt roads, snow plows hadn’t even
cleared the road before the next snow began. Records were broken by
the snow that fell our first Virginia winter together.

For the children in the area, it was like a moveable feast, roaming
from sledding at one house to hot chocolate at another, a movie here,
a bonfire there. What a wonderful life! Every night I’d hit the Internet
weather forecast with 9-year-old Maddy and 10-year-old Jonny (our
first son with Down syndrome). If snow was forecast, Jonny would
point to the snow icon and clap his hands gleefully. Maddy would
run through the house announcing it like a town crier — thus earning
her nickname, The WeatherGirl. School was out so often that finally
a neighbor emailed me: “Alright, already, I think the Curtises need to
stop praying for snow or winter will never end.”

Well, the winter did end, but God wasn’t finished writing the story.

I was helping Maddy research a science report one day when we
came across a website with the weather icons. Jonny, who was looking
over my shoulder pointed excitedly to the snow icon, and began jump-
ing up and down with joy. Clasping his hands together in a pleading
way, he sang, “Pease, oh Mommy, pease, can we get dat one?” — in the
same way he points to cool things in toy catalogues and asks for them.

Though winter was over, Jonny’s abstract thinking skills hadn’t
grasped that finality, and even though I said snow wouldn’t come for a
long time, he insisted, “Pease, Mommy, pease?”

And then it hit me: my son thought I was responsible for the weath-
er! Having seen me order things on the Internet Jonny thought when
we were checking the weather reports that [ was ordering the snow!

It doesn’t get much better than that — when God can send you a
greeting better than any Hallmark card through your children. Jonny’s
faith in his earthly mother — even though misguided — reminded me
how okay it is to trust like a child in my Heavenly Father. And Jonny’s
jumping-up-and-down-for-joy reminded me how ecstatic my experi-
ence is when my faith is utter and complete.

Over the 22 years since I became a believer, | may have matured in
applying God’s word to daily living, but in one area [’ve never grown
up. Forget the big theological debates. They’re just a distraction from
the jumping-up-and-down-for-joy that’s ours when we keep it sweet
and simple.

“Amen, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will not
enter the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 18:3)



ADORATION / BENEDICTION
January 1st

All parishioners are invited and encouraged to spend a Holy Hour in Adoration
before the Blessed Sacrament every First Friday of the month.
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Where can you find a good and faithful friend who will listen and be understanding of your inner

thoughts and struggles? Jesus the “God-Man’ wants to be that faithful friend you turn to and

confide in with all your thoughts, joys, sorrows, and hardships. Remember Jesus is fully human and
can provide that support, guidance, and unconditional love we desire from other friends, yet they fall
short in satisfying and our inner needs. Jesus said “Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened,

and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am meek and humble of
heart; and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden light” Mt 11:28-30.

Jesus is inviting us to come visit Him, present in the Tabernacle anytime day or night and lay our
burdens on Him, to speak the inner thoughts of our soul to Him, to confide in Him, the God-Man.
He will treat your inner joys, struggles, fears, desires with the utmost tenderness and care, and bring
peace to your soul.

Come and spend time with Jesus, the “God-Man” in Adoration.This devotion, Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament, is a time of silence spent before Jesus physically present before us in the Eucharist, placed
in the monstrance and exposed upon the altar for all of us to visit and adore (a time to develop that
deeper, more personal relationship with Jesus)

This devotion, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, is a time of silence spent before Jesus physically
present before us in the Eucharist, placed in the monstrance and exposed upon the altar for all of us to
visit and adore (a time to develop that deeper, more personal relationship with Jesus).

First Friday Schedule
Sacrament of Reconciliation 10:45-11:45am
First Friday Mass 12:00pm Holy Hour for Fr. Kelly 7:00pm
Exposition/Adoration 12:30pm Teen Holy Hour 10:00pm
Rosary & Holy 12:45pm Rosary 3:00am
Hour of Reparation Reconciliation 8-8:30am

Divine Mercy 3:00pm Benediction 8:45am
Religious Ed 6:00pm Saturday Mass 9:00am

First Friday is January 1st
A sign up sheet is located in the narthex or just stop in for a moment.
We are in great need of Regular Co-Adorers at this time. Please see the Adoration
binder in the narthex or call Ed Regan at 540-338-7570 for more details.



