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Religious Ed (Calendar

Sun., Nov. 22 Grades K-8 Session 1 - 8:45am at LVHS
Bible Study - During Session One RE

Grades K-8 Session 2 - 10:30am at LVHS The SoulStitch team came
Mon., Nov. 23 Grades 1, 8, RCIC - NO CLASS : out last Sunday to teach 26
Tue., Nov. 24 Grades K. 2,5 & 7 -NO CLASS S OfOZ/H” hlgh school girls and

RCIT - NO CLASS

boys how to knit. They will
Wed., Nov. 25  Grades 3.4 & 6 - NO CLASS

sell their wares at a

Sun,Nov.29  NO CLASS : o C;;‘”ZFII;ND}[B/;VKE 5AL}113

Mon., Nov. 30 Grades 1. 8, RCIC - 4:15pm - at St. Francis to be held in the Narthex the

Tue., Dec. 1 Grades K, 2.5 & 7 -4:15pm, at St. Francis weekend of December 12
RCIT - 7pm, Oratory Room : and 13 before and after all

Wed., Dec.2  Grades 3.4 & 6 - 4:15pm, at St. Francis Masses. Don't miss it!



Weekend Retreat for People
Facing Serious Illness A retreat
specially planned for men and women
facing serious physical illness will be
held at the Dominican Retreat House in
McLean, VA on December 11-13. A team
of doctors, nurses, priests, sisters and help-
ers will be present around the clock. This
retreat is offered free of charge. Registra-
tion closes December 1. Call Dominican
Retreat House at 703-356-4243 or Doug
Sebek at 703-860-4929.

Vocation Discernment Retreat
Young women from 18-30 years old are
welcome to a “Come and See” discernment
weekend with the Daughters of St. Paul

in Alexandria, Va from December 18-20.
Please call Sr. Margaret Michael or Sr.
Christine for more information at 703-549-
3806 or email srmichaelfsp@aol.com.

Senior Luncheon
Join us for lunch and
conversation at noon on
Tuesday, November 24
at 12 noon in the Parish
Hall. Who is a senior?
Whoever wants to be -
no age minimum!

RIDE NEEDED A resident at the

Woodland Assisted Living Home in
Lovettsville desires to attend church at St.
Francis de Sales. If you are interested in
providing a ride to church, please contact
Sue Khalil in the parish office 540-338-
6381 to find out details.

CORNER

In time for Christmas! Father
Kelly’s book will be available
after all Masses on Saturday
and Sunday, December 5 and
6. Bring cash, bring your
checkbook. This wonderful,
inspiring book is only $15.

FATHER’S
/4

Faithful Families

by Barbara Curtis

Giving Thanks for All I Never Had

This year I won’t be thanking God for all my blessings, but for all the
things I haven’t had:

I’'m grateful for the full refrigerator we never had in my childhood, grate-
ful for the meals we missed the last few days before my mother’s paycheck.
These memories make it easy to be generous with what I have now.

I’m grateful for the stability I never had. Divorce, foster homes, frequent
moves and family separations were hard on me as a little girl, but blessed
me with resiliency and endurance. They also make me appreciate the family
Tripp and I have built and the roots we’ve put down now.

The father I didn’t have gives me the special privilege of having only one
Father — the one scripture calls “the father to the fatherless.” With no earthly
model to shape my perception of God, the abiding love I've experienced
since [ became a believer seem even more of a miracle. I will never take
God for granted.

But isn’t that the real point of Thanksgiving? The settlers at Plymouth
Rock were men and women whose faith was so compelling it carried them
first to Holland seeking religious freedom and finally to an unknown wilder-
ness. Though all survived the ocean voyage, the first year in the New Land
saw half their number die.

Isn’t it extraordinary that even after losing husbands, wives, sons and
daughters, the Pilgrims would turn their hearts to thanking God? Not when
you consider they were just being true to the Bible verse which reminds
believers: “Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. In all circumstances give
thanks, for this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus. (1 Thessalonians
16-18)

I’'m grateful for the “perfect” baby we didn’t have 17 years ago. Anyone
who’s met Jonny (number eight of our 12) can see he is perfect just the way
God made him — with an extra chromosome. He has opened parts of our
hearts we never knew were there. I can’t imagine having lived without him.

But now I couldn’t imagine having lived without any of the parts of my
life — even those that seemed unbearable as I was living through them.

Here’s how Henri Nouwen (Bread for the Journey) sees it:

“To be grateful for the good things that happen in our lives is easy, but to
be grateful for all of our lives—the good as well as the bad, the moments of
joy as well as the moments of sorrow, the successes as well as the failures,
the rewards as well as the rejections—that requires hard spiritual work. Still,
we are only truly grateful people when we can say "thank you" to all that has
brought us to the present moment.”

As we head into Thanksgiving, wouldn’t this be a good thing to
reflect on — and to teach our children to see in their own lives as well?



Family Service
O pprontunities

The Purcellville Community will be serving
their 5th Annual traditional Thanksgiving
Day Dinner at Bethany Church in Purcell-
ville on Thanksgiving Day from 11:30am-
2:30pm. Supported by Bethany and other lo-
cal churches, they will serve - free of charge
- anyone in our community who wishes to
come together around God’s harvest table.

If your family would like to help, please
contact Bethany Church at 338-7631 or
thanksgivingtogether@hotmail.com. Help is
needed prior to Thanksgiving week, Thanks-
giving week, or Thanksgiving Day. This is
great service for the family and Confirmation
candidates can earn service
hours as well. For more
information, please

visit their website at /‘ -3

www.thanksgiving . @

together.org. i‘ -
g'm/%“ :

Any cash donations that
exceed the costs of the
event will go to Interfaith

Community Holiday Coalition
Give yourself a gift this year: sign up to vol-
unteer during the Thanksgiving or Christmas
Holiday Stores.

Volunteers must be at least 15 years old.For
more info about volunteering, call 703-737-
8367 or e-mail holidayvolunteers@loudoun.

gov.

soo| Volunteer

% Appreciation
Blood Drive

December 13 in the Parish Hall. Our
final drive for 2009 will mark the 500
gallon milestone for our St. Francis de
Sales Blood Program. Join us in this
remarkable milestone. Please sign up on

the list posted in the narthex or call
Rachel Brill at 540-338-6313.

The Faith Community of
Purcellville, Hamilton & Round Hill
invite you to a Western Loudoun Community

‘Chanksgiving
OBervice

Tuesday, November 24 from 7-8:30pm
Hosted by Purcellville Baptist Church
Pastor, David Janney

This event is being facilitated by Pray Purcellville

How you can help this event:

* bring snacks/drinks to the back of the Church half an hour
prior to the event so that people can fellowship and eat
together after the service.

* Bring non-perishable food for the Western Loudoun Food
pantry.

For info contact Dave and Jami Dittmeier at 338-5380 or
email:_thechristianshoppe@comcast.net

The Giving Tree Social Justice

Committee will be putting new tags on our small tree in the narthex
this weekend! We have some specific needs for local families and will
start to collect Christmas gift cards for teens a bit early this year. If
you can, please take a gift tag, and leave cards in the container marked
Catholic Charities/Giving Tree, or place other items in the basket
under the table. We will need volunteers to help with the Christmas
Giving Tree Program. Please contact Erin Bucci at 540-338-5402/
buccierin@comecast.net for more information or to volunteer. Thank
you for your generosity in helping local families in need!

Women of Faith 2010

August 27-28 at the Verizon Center; 4 STAR historical hotel accomo-
dations at the Churchill Hotel - Group size 26/Available tickets - 21
2 Day event tickets - $89 (includes $10 group discount plus 2 box
lunches; Hotel and Parking - $56 plux taxes, 2 women per room, 6-7
per (4) vehicles; Added expenses - 2 breakfast, 1 dinner, Metro fare,
and gas money for drivers

WORTH EVERY PENNY!

Contact Cheryl Weaver at 540-751-0823 (h), or

730-906-5244 (c) or cherylynnie@yahoo.com

Reserve your tickets today! If you have heard about the Women of
Faith event, but never attended, here is your change to experience
what others have raved about. You will laugh - definitely, cry -
possible, and have an absolute joyful heart-warming experience!
And I haven’t even mentioned the musical performances!



