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Religious Education
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Religious Ed Calendar
Sun., Nov. 15	 Grades K-8 Session 1 - 8:45am at LVHS
		  Bible Study - During Session One RE
		  Grades K-8  Session 2 - 10:30am at LVHS
Mon., Nov. 16	 Grades 1, 8, RCIC  -  4:15pm - at St. Francis
Tue., Nov. 17	 Grades K, 2, 5  & 7 - 4:15pm, at St. Francis
		  RCIT - 7pm, Oratory Room
Wed., Nov. 18	 Grades 3,4 & 6 -  4:15pm, at St. Francis

Sun., Nov. 22	 Grades K-8 Session 1 - 8:45am at LVHS
		  Bible Study - During Session One RE
		  Grades K-8  Session 2 - 10:30am at LVHS
Mon., Nov. 23	 Grades 1, 8, RCIC  -  NO CLASS
Tue., Nov. 24	 Grades K, 2, 5  & 7 - NO CLASS			 
		  RCIT - NO CLASS
Wed., Nov. 25	 Grades 3,4 & 6 -  NO CLASS
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Faithful FamiliesLIGHTHOUSE CATHOLIC 
MEDIA  Please stop by the Lighthouse 
CD display in the narthex.  We are 
currently offering new talks like Professor 
Michael Barber’s Year for Priests and Dr. 
Scott Hahn’s God’s Family and Ours: the 
Church and the Trinity.  Also featured are 
returning favorites from popular speakers 
Matthew Kelly and Fr. Larry Richards. 
Thank you for your continued support of 
this ministry!

Christmas Cards for Sale  The 
Knights of Columbus will be running their 
Keep Christ in Christmas program again 
this year by selling religious cards after 
each Mass in November, beginning next 
weekend. All profits are donated to Saint 
Francis de Sales. By supporting this pro-
gram, you help Keep Christ in Christmas 
and help the parish as well.

Weekend Retreat for People Facing 
Serious Illness A retreat specially 
planned for men and women facing 
serious physical illness will be held at the 
Dominican Retreat House in McLean, VA 
on December 11-13. A team of doctors, 
nurses, priests, sisters and helpers will be 
present around the clock. This retreat is 
offered free of charge. Registration closes 
December 1. Call Dominican Retreat 
House at 703-356-4243 or Doug Sebek at 
703-860-4929.

WORKCAMP & SOULSTITCH 
EASY SCARF WORKSHOP  
Sunday, November 15th, 1:30-3:30pm in 
St. Francis Hall
Teens and adults are invited to learn how 
to knit a simple and stylish scarf to donate 
one to the Workcamp Christmas Sale and 
make another for a Christmas present! 
We’ll provide the supplies and instructions. 
Contact Monica Deaver at 540-338-6057 
or mojoknits@comcast.net with questions.
Soulstitch will also meet Wednesday, 
November 18th from 9:30-11:30am.

Good News On a Paper Route
by Barbara Curtis

     Once upon a time - when we lived where houses were in walk-
ing distance - my four boys delivered papers. Each Wednesday, 
they’d fold and load their burden in carrier bags and I’d drop them 
off at four different routes.  
     I’ll never forget the determination on the face of my eight-
year-old, Zach, staggering beneath the weight of his bag. His route 
served two blocks of mostly retired people, who anxiously awaited 
their weekly paper. No doubt in his mind that a paper route was a 
worthy endeavor! When I picked him up, no matter how exhausted, 
he glowed.
     On the other side was collections, which required much 
perseverance – also a little extra ooomph on winter nights, with 
Jack Frost nipping at our noses.
     On one such night, I packed the boys in the van after dinner 
and we headed out to collect. Heater blasting, we wound our way 
to Ben’s first address and I turned off the ignition. The porch light 
was on, assuring us Ben would not stumble in the dark. But it also 
illuminated a radiant smile spreading over my son’s face. 
“The nicest people in the world,” Ben said, before he stepped out 
into the cold.  A few minutes later Ben returned – dimples still 
flashing. 
     We drove up four doors and I turned off the engine, Ben beamed 
again. “The nicest people in the world!” he said.
     “I thought the first house was the nicest people in the world,” I 
said. 
     “Yeah, but these people are too,” Ben said, sincere as sunshine. 
Another big smile, another big tip. 
     We replayed this scene again and again. Soon Ben’s brothers and 
I forgot the cold, warmed by Ben’s infectious love of the people 
he served. Soon we were all chanting, “The nicest people in the 
world,” in front of each customer’s house.
     Years after my boys delivered their last newspapers, “The Nicest 
People in the World” is still part of our family’s idiom - a reminder 
of the gladness of heart when we forget ourselves and think more 
highly of those we serve.
     There is a Scriptural precedent for this, of course. That was 
what God continued to teach the young mother who happened to be 
driving the car that night. Ben’s radiant outlook challenged me as it 
painted a picture of serving with gladness. 
     Jesus was the truest servant. When I think of the love he lavished 
on those ordinary people so devalued by those with spiritual houses 
so in order, when I think of him kneeling before his disciples to 
wash their dirty feet, I see a dazzling smile on his face - not loving 
because he had to, but because he couldn’t help himself. 
So many things I learned on my sons’ paper routes.  Most of all to 
keep a careful watch. God uses the things of our everyday lives to 
give us glimpses of His love. For moms like me, children keep the 
lessons lively. The life of Jesus brings good news. 



Community Holiday Coalition
Give yourself a gift this year: sign up to volunteer during 
the Thanksgiving or Christmas Holiday Stores. Volun-
teers must be at least 15 years old.
For more info about volunteering, call 703-737-8367 or 
e-mail holidayvolunteers@loudoun.gov.

Date Night Workshop for Engaged 
Couples!Authors of "Christ on Your Guest List," a 
wedding planner with a Catholic twist, Mark & Mela-
nie Cameron host an evening reception for any engaged 
groom or bride. Friday, November 20th, 7:30pm, St. Leo 
the Great, Fairfax, VA in the Olde Parish Hall, Guadalupe 
Room.Enjoy refreshments, fellowship with other engaged 
couples, resources and tips for wedding and reception 
planning, and ways to save $1,000's.
Reflection on spiritual growth for engaged couples 
presented by Liz Schiavone, East Coast Region Director 
of the Council of Catholic Women.
Priests and Pre-Cana Instructors welcome!
Kindly RSVP to unity@engagedcatholics.com

“I CRY TO YOU O LORD” The Mystery and 
Meaning of Suffering  - presented by Fr. Jude Winkler 
at Dominican Retreat in McLean, Va. This retreat will 
be held on Friday, November 20 from 9:30am to 3pm. 
Advance reservations and necessary. For further informa-
tion, call Dominican Retreat at 703-356-4243 or check 
their website at www.dominicanretreat.org

The Faith Community of 
Purcellville, Hamilton & Round Hill 

invite you to a Western Loudoun Community 

Tuesday, November 24 from 7-8:30pm
Hosted by Purcellville Baptist Church

Pastor, David Janney

This event is being facilitated by Pray Purcellville

How you can help this event:
• bring snacks/drinks to the back of the Church half 
an hour prior to the event so that people can fellow-
ship and eat together after the service.
• Bring non-perishable food for the Western           
Loudoun Food pantry.
For info contact Dave and Jami Dittmeier at 338-
5380 or email: thechristianshoppe@comcast.net

Eucharistic Holy Hour
The Arlington Division of the World Apostolate of Fatima 
will sponsor a Eucharistic Holy Hour on Sunday, No-
vember 22 from 3– 4pm at St. Thomas a Becket Catholic 
Church, 1421 Wiehle Ave., Reston. We hope you will join 
us in prayer.

Change for Baptism Class 
The November and December classes for Baptism 
instruction will be held on Friday, December 4, instead 
of the 3rd Friday of the month. The normally scheduled 
monthly class dates conflict with the holiday schedule.  
Please call the office with any questions.

Holy Father’s Intentions - Nov. 2009

General: That all the men and women in the world, 
especially those who have responsibilities in the 
field of politics and economics, may never fail in 
their commitment to safeguard creation.

Mission: That believers in the different religions, 
through the testimony of their lives and fraternal 
dialogue, may clearly demonstrate that the name of 
God is a bearer of peace.

Family Service Opportunities
The Purcellville Community will be serving their 5th 
Annual traditional Thanksgiving Day Dinner at 
Bethany Church in Purcellville on Thanksgiving Day 
from 11:30am-2:30pm. Supported by Bethany and other 
local churches, they will serve - free of charge - anyone 
in our community who wishes to come together around 
God’s harvest table.
If your family would like to help, please contact Bethany 
Church at 338-7631 or thanksgivingtogether@hotmail.
com.  Help is needed prior to Thanksgiving week, 
Thanksgiving week, or Thanksgiving Day. This is great 
service for the family and Confirmation candidates can 
earn service hours as well. 
For more information, please
 visit their website at 
www.thanksgivingtogether.org.

Any cash donations that 
exceed  the costs of the
event will go to Interfaith Relief  

Thanksgiving 
Service


